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1ST JANUARY. 1983

An Act to amend the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, 1979, in
consequence of the enactment of new local government legislation

[ J
ENACTED by the Parliament of the United Republic of Tanzania.
1. This Act may be cited as the Local Authorities (Election~)ShcTttitle

(Amendment) Act. 1983, and shall be read as one with the Local~ .
Authorities (Elections) Ac~ 1979, in this Act referred to as "the ruCtion
principal Act".

1.-.-(1) Sectioo 2 of the principal Act is hereby amended in sub-Amendment
section (1)-- 01 s~cuon2

(a) by Inserting. immediately before the definition ".candidate",
the followingnew definition:

••••the Act" means. in relation to a district authority. the Local
Government (District Authorities) Act. J 982. and in rda-
tion to an urban authority. the Lo~ Government (Urban
Authorities) Act. 1982;";

~ by doleting the detinition "Council" and substituting for it the
fonowing definition:

••••COunell..means-
(a) in relation to a district. a District Council;
(b) in relatioo to a city, a City Council;
(c) in relation to municipality. a Municipal Council;
(d) in relation to a town, a Town ·Couscil. •

octablisbedor deemed to have been estabnsbed under the Act;
(c) by deleting the definition "Decentralization Act";
(~by inserting, immediately after the definition "Council". the

followingnew definition:
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••••dis~rict authority" means a District Council. a township autho-
nty or. a&the case may be. a Village Council;"

(e) by deleting the definicion "District Work.og Committee" and
substituling for it the following defimtion:

"Executive Committee" in relation to Council means the District Political
Committoo of the Party for the District within which t~ Council is
established and in relation to a Ward m,eans the Political committees
of all branches in the Ward which shall meet together for the
purposes of election.

(f) by deleting the definition "local autbori1Jy" and substituting for
it the following definition:

••••local government authority" means a district authority. or. aD
urban authority established or deemed to have been est3.blishled
under the Act;";

(g) by deieting the definitiOD "polling district" and substituting for
it the following definition:

""oiling district" in relatiOlDto an election in a ward: means a
ward declared as such under the Act;"; ~~ ..

(h) by deleting the definition "Regional WorkilliitCommittee" am
substituting fOr it the following definition:

••••Regional Executive Committee" in relation to a pistrict Co~
or an urban authority. means the Political Committee of the
Regional Executive Committee of the Party for the region within
which the District Council or the urban council is established;;";

(i) by deleting the definition "ward" and sUbstitutJN for it the
following definition:

"ward" ~eans a division of the jurisdiction of a locaPgovm,n~
authority demarcated as such in pursuance of the- provisions
of the Act. and declared to be a ward of that local government
authority under section 8 for the purposes of this Act;".

(2) The principal Act is hereby amended in section 2 b~ deletin&
the whole of subsection (2) of that section and substitutiD$ fOf! it
the following subsection: ~

"(2) Reference in this Act to an eledtion in a ward shan pe con-
strued as reference to the local government authority election in a
ward demarcated in pursuance of the provisions of the Act and de<>
lared as such for the purposes of this Act.". ..

3. Section 6 of the principal Act is herebY amended bydeleltinal
subsection (4) and substituting for it the following subsection:

"(4) Every Deputy City Director. Municipal Director. Town Di-
rector and every District Executive Director shall be an Assistabt
ExecutWe Officer of the Electoral Authority in reslpect of the local
government authority for which the Electoral Authority is established.".

4. Section 8 of the principal Act is hereby repealed add repl~
by the f.c!lowing:
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"Wards 8. The Minister shall. by notice published in the Gazette,

decJare the wards within the area of a local government
authority which shall be wards for the pUl'J,'lOSeiof this
Act. ".

5. Section 9 of the principal Act is hereby a.mended by deleting sub- Amendment
section (1) of that section and substituting for it the following:

"(1) For the purposes of any local government authority
election held under this Act. every Deputy City Direc-
tor, Municipal Director. Town Director and District Exe·
cutive Director shall be a Returning Officer for the local
government authority in respect of which b.o is such
Director .••.

6. Section 11 of the principal Act is hereby amended- :r~a:l
(a) in paragraph (b) of subsection (1), by deleting the words "or

village" occurring immediately after the word "ward";
(b) in paragraph (b) of subsection (2), by deleJling the passage

"or a IV'illage" occurring i1l1ll1lOOiately aftmo the vmrd "ward".

7. Section 12 of the priniclpal Act is hereby repealed and replaced R~
by the following section: ~1ICCtioD 11

Ordinary 12.-(1) There shall be held an ordmary' election of
election Counci.llors of a local government authority in every third

year after the previous ordinary election, and whenever-
(a) a new Council is established, or
(b) an alteration is made in the division of the area of

an existing local government authority into wards
or villages or in the deliniation of the boundaries of
an~ ward Or village.

(2) An ordinary election of Councillors of a local go-
""Ie11UIlentauthority shall be held in every ward on such
date as the Minister sball, by order published in the
Gazette, prescn'be.

('3) The Minister may. in the order made under sub-
section (2). direct that an ordinary election of Councillors
of a local government authority specified in the order
shall be held in every ward or, as the case may be. in any
particular ward of that local government authority.

(4) An order made under this section shall specify the
day or days on which Returning Officers may receive no-
mination of candidates for election in any ward to which
the order relates .••.

8. Section 13 of the principal Act is hereby amended in subsections ~en~e.;.~
(2) and (3) by deleting the words "or village" where they ooour b 0 SCCUOD

each of those provisions.
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9. Section 14 of the principal Act is liereby ameoded-
(a) in subsection (1), by deleting the words "or village" occurring

in the first line of that subsection;
(bl) by deleting the whole of subsection (2) and substituticg for

it the foijowJing:

"('2) Subject to the provisions o~ ithis Act. the term of
office of an elected member of aD Council shall be three

years and all the elected members shall retire on the third
annivemary of tIhe date m wlWh tbby assumed their
office under subsection (1), ,and their place shall be filled
by oewly elected members who shall come into oftioe
on that da.y; but a member elected in a by-election shaH
hold office only for the remahder of the term of office of
his predecessor.".

10. Section 17 of the principal Act is hereby ameDdect in sub-
seotioa (l) by deleting t!he words "and village" which occur at the
end of that subsection.

lL Section 18of the principal Act is hereby amended b subseCtlion
(1) by deleting 'the words "and viIlage"whioh occur at the c:Ddof
that subsection.

12. Section 19 of the principal Act is hereby amettded-
(a) in subsection (li}. by &leting the words "or village" occurring

tmmed'iately after tlie words "say ward", and the passages "()[I

that village" md "or the village" where they respectively ~
in that subsection.

(b) in subsectioa (2). by deleting the words and passage "or~"
and "or. as the case may be. that village" where they respco-
tively occur in tbat subselctioo; •.

(0) by deleting subsectioa (4) and substituting for it the following
subsection:

"'(4) NdtWi1lhstandiDgmy other provision of this Act.
the Executive Officer or any person authoriZed ib that
behalf by the Executive Officer may. by a cert.ifibtte under
his haod. authorize a registered voter wlho is a candidate
at an election in that ward or. as the case may be. in tIie
'Ward specifted in that certifiaalte whether or not that ca-
ndidate is registered as a 'VOterin that ward.".

(d) by deleting subsection (5) and substituting for it ~ following
subsection: . • •

"(5) Notwithstanding atJy ather proY1S100of this Ad.
where a voter registered as a voter in My ward is employed
as a Returning Officer. Presiding Officer. Police Officer or
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in any other official capacity to a ward other than ltIheone
allocated to him. the Executive Officer or alIjy person autho-
rized in that behalf by ~ Executive Officer. may .by a
~ under his hand. authorize the voter to vote at
any otqer ward. and that ward shall. fur the purposes of
/this Act be deemed to be a ward aUocated! to ithlLt voteI1.".

13. Section 21 of the prindpal Act is hereby amended- ~~,~
(a) h subsection (1). by deleting the passage "and ~ry village";
(b) in subsection (2). by deleting the words "or vilJage" and the

passaee ··or. as the case may be..the village." Where they occur
res~vely h that subsection;

(q) by deleting subsection (3) and substituting for it the followir::lg:

"(3) Notwithstandi:J.g any provision of this sedion to
the contrary. the Electoral AuthoritlY may direct that the
registration of voters in all wards 01' in any ward specified
in tbaiti di.reeti.on shall be suspended for sucl1 period as
the Electoral Autihority may direct if. in the opinioo of the
Electoral Authority. it is desirable to suspend the regis-
tration oil voteIS h (View of the fact that an eleption is
likely to take place in that ward in the near future or
fior any other reason .••.

(<Ii) by deleting subsection (4) 8IOdsubstituting for it the ~llowing:
"(4) Where a direction mder subsection (3) has been

issued iIn rec;pec:tIof! anY' want. no registraltion of voters
shall take place in that ward during the period specified
in thaJt direati.oo..••.

14. Section 22 of the principal Act is hereby amended in subsection Amendment
(1) by deleting the passages "or. as the case may be. for that village."ohec:tion22
and "or village. as the case ~ be" where they respectively ocoor
in that subseotion in each case after the word "ward".

15. Section 23 of the pri:J.cipal Act is hereby ~ed and replaced ~ and

by the 6>llowq: 1 :r.aiOD~3

"Qanae of 23.-(1) Where any M>ter who is registm'ed in ooe ward
resicleDce becomes ordinarily resident b some other ward. he may

app~y in person ih accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 21 to die Registration Oftider-in-charge of the ward
in which he is ordinarily resident; and the R~atioo
Officer shall..•.••

(a) if he is s8ltisfiedtthat the applicant-
(i)' is qualified for registraltion; and
(ii) is ordinarily resident in the ward in respect of

which he makes the application:
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(b) 00. the sUl'l'ellder by the awlieaut of his ceIltifiplte
of registration or OIl the appliQult's satis:fy.ins dle
Registratioo. Officer that it is lost or destroyed,

ibIlthwith register the applicant in the register for the ward,
and issue him a new cel1tIi1icateof registratioo for tbaIt ward.

(2) Where a Registratioo Officer registen an applicaat
under this section" be sball forthwith-

(a) cancel t4e certificate of registration s1J1TeDderedby
the applicant and focward it to tbleExecut:ilveOfficer;
or

(b) if he is satisfied that ithe applicant's certfficate of
registration is lost or destroyed, give ootice to the
eXQCUtiveofficer of 'the issuance by him of a new
certi1lcate of registration,

&Cd shall amend the register. ~.

(3) NotwithstaDding the provisions of sulBUion (1) of
sectioo. 19 or subsection (1) of ~ ~ lWh.eIn:: b!}1
reason of-

(8j) any change of name oe a ward; or
(b) any adjustment in the numbeI1 of wanis; or
(0) any adjustment in the boundaries or areas of oo.e or

more wards.

a ward becomes part c:A. another ward or, as the case may
be, a ward becomes a ward of another lOQl1g()JYe1"llDlent
authority with a new r:wne, it shall not be necessary fOli
a voter whose name is 00. any register affected by that
dumge of name or adjustment to apply for the transfer of
his name to the appropriate register, but the Registmtioo
Officer sball. as soon 88 possible. effect such amendments
or Itraostlers as lIl8iy be nece.wuy to give effect to that
adjustm.est as if an applicalti.on for transfer! had been made
by the votel'S' coo.oenmd pursuaat to the provisisioos of
this section.

16. Section 25 of the principal Act is hereby amended by delemg
the words "01" village" where they occur in that sectioo..

17. Section 28 of the principal M. is hereby amended by deJetbg
the words "or village" where thiey occur in that section.

18. Section 29 of the princlpal A~ is hereby amended in sub-
section (1) by deleting the words "Ol' vilJaBie" and the passage "«.
as the case may be. the village" where t:helYre8pelCtivelyoccur in
that subsection.



19. Sectioo 30 of ~ principal Act is her~by amended in sub- Amen~en30t
section (1) by de1eltin8tbe words "or ;Yillage"ooourring i:rmqed~}1 do lCCtion
after the wOld "ward",

28. Sectio.n. 36 of the principal Act is hereby amended by deleting :r~nen~
the words and passages "or v}Jage,"; "or that village, as the case may
be'", and "or village" wliere ~ occur in subsealion (l~

21. Section 38 of the principal Act is hereby amended by deleting the ~~ClIl~

passage "or, as the case may be, a village" which occurs immedIately sectior.
after the word "ward", . .

22. Secti0l'l41 of the principal Act is hereby amended.- ~.:tn~~
(a) in subsectioo (1), by deleting the words "or village" oocuring after

the word "ward";
(b) in subsection (2), by deleting the passage "or villages. as the caso

may 00." occurring after the word "wards".

23. Section 42 of the principal Act is hereby amended- ~~:n~~
(a) in subsection (I), by deleting the words "or village" and the pas-

sage "or as the c.ase may 00, Ithe vi11a!'i''';
(b) in subsection (3), by deletihg paragraph (b) and substituting for it

the following paragraph:

"(b) a certificate in the presttittd form by the Registration
Officer in charge o1i,the yard certifying that the nomi-
nOtOl'Q are regiStered as voters in tl1te ward in respect
of which ~ candidate has been nominated;

(b) in subseotion (11), by deleting the words "or villages"
where they occur in that subsection;

(d) in 8Ub~tion (11), by deleting the words "or villages"
where they occur in that subsection.

Amendment
24. Section 43 of the principal AQt is hereby ~ed- of section 43

(a) by inserting a full stop immediately after the word ward;
(b) by deleting the passage "or in more than one vilJage. as the oase

may be,",

25. Section 45 oJ!the principal Act is hereby ~ in subsetion ~a:o.~~~
(10) by deldting the passage "or as the a.se may be, village",

1L ~-...:- 46 of tb "pal A, • h by A,""" 1.._~: Amendment""'. ~uun e prmc1 .net IS ere amen~ m SUlJlSQ;'lllOO of aectiOll 46
(l}-

tal by deleting the words "or village" and the passage "or village,
as the case J.ll&ybe" which respeoti~ly OCC1H" in paragraph (aJ);

(b) by deleting the passage "or village, as the case may 00" which
occurs in pa.raaraph (b).
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27. Section 47 of the principal Act is hereby amended-
(a) in subsection (1). by deleting the words "or villager 0CCU11I.nc

immediately dter the word "ward";
(b) in subsection (2). by deleting the passage "or village IS the

case may be" which ooours in paragraph (b) of that subsootion;
(c) in subsection (3), by deleting the passage "or village. as the

case may be" which occurs at the end of that subsection;
(d) in subsection (4). by deleting the words "or village" and the

passage "or that village" where they respectively occur;
(e) in subsection (5) by deleting words "or village" where theyooour •.
28. ~on 48 of the principal Act is hereby amended by deleting

the passage "or a village" "or the vilJase as the case may be" and "or
villages, as' the case may be", which occur in subsection (1), and in
paragraph (lll) of the provision to that subsection respectively.

29. Section 49 of the principal Mt is hereby amended-
(w) in subsection (1) by ~leting the passage "or villages as tae

case may be";
(b) in subsection (2~

(iI)by deleting the passage "or. as the case may be, for each
village", oocuring in paragraph (a) of that subsection;

(il) by deleting the passages "or any village", BJDd "or, as the
case JIJq t;e, that village", occurri.ag respectively in para-
gra,ph (b) of that subsection;

~c) in subsection (3), by deleting the passages "or a village", "or,
as the case may be, the village", "or, as the case may be, any
village", and "or that Millage" where they respectively occur
in that subsection.

30. Section 51 of the principal Act is hereby amende&-
(~i in subseotion (1), by deleting the passages "or a village", and

"or, as the case may be, the village", wb.e¢ they ~pectil\ely
occur.

(b) in subsection (2), by deleting the passage "or, as the case may
be, the village,".

31. Section 52 of the principal Act is hereby repealed and rep1acod
by1 tlbelfollowing section: -

"Absence of 52. If after the primary nomination day by reason of death,
candidates wilthdrawal or any other reason. there are no candidates in a

ward, 'the Electoral Authority shall countermaltld the election
and appoint some other day not later than thirty days after
such countermand for the primary nomination of candi·
dates for election in the ward, and the electom1 procedure
in that :w'$rd sball be commenced afresh. •••



32. Section 53 of the principal Act is hereby amcnd~ Amendment
(a) in subsection (l)(a) and (b). by deleting Ithc passages "011." a of section53

village" and "or the villaSC" wh,en,vler they respectively ocqur
in those prOVWOIli;

(b) in subsection (2). by delleting the passage "or. as the case
may be. for rthe 'VIi11agc".and "or village. as the case may be".
where they respectively occur in that provisioo.

33. Section 54 of theprindipaI Act is hereby amended- Amendmmt
(a) in subsectioo (1). by deleting 'the passage "OCt as the case may of section54

be. for the village.... where it occurs;
(b) inSUbseciOIl (2). by deleting the pas&aJle"or. as the case may be.

for the village." where it occurs.

34. Seelion 58 of the principal Act is hereby amended in subsection Amendment
(1~. by deleting ;the passage "or. as tble case may be. village." whereof section58
it occurs·

35. Section 60 of the principal Act is hereby amended in paragraph :r~~~
(Il) by ~eticg the passage "or. as the case may be. the village." where

it ocqurs.
36. Section 62 of the principal Act is hereby amended-
(a) in paraifaph (a). by deleting the words "or village";
(b) 'in paragraph (b). by deleting the passage "or the villa~".

37. Section 63 of the principal Act is hereby amended. in sUbsection~~~~
(1~ by deleting the words "or tVillage"where they occur.

Amendment
of section62

38 Section 67 of the prm'cipal Act is hereby ~ded- Amen'!ment• of section67
(a) in Ilubsection (11). by ddeting the words "village" and the passages

"or village. as the case may be.". "or. as the case may be. the
village". and "or as the case may be. that village." wherever
they respectively occur in that subsection;

(b) in subsection (2). by deleting the passage "or the villaie" where
it occurs;

(c) iIn subsection (3). by dele¢ing the words "or village" and the
passage "or village. as the case may be." where they respectively
occur.

39. Section 72 of the principal Act is hereby amended in subsection '!en'!ment
(1) by deleting Ithe passage "or as the case may be the iVIi~". 0 section72
where it ooours.

40. Section 75 of the principal Act is hereby amcotled in sub- Amen'!ment
section (2). by deIedng the pasaage -or. as the case may be. the of sllCtion7S
village" which occurs in paragraph (e) of that llubsectiOfll.

41. Section 78 of the principal Adt is hereby amended in sub- Amen4mClllt
section (2). by deleting the passage "or. as the case may be. vilaie". of~on 71
W'hidh occur in that subseetioo.
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Amendment
of sectlon 82 42. Sedioo 82 of the Principal Ad. is hereby amended in para-

graph (c). by deleting the passage "or. as the case may be. each village".

43. Section 87 of the principal Act ia hereby am.ended ill sub-
seQtion (1}-

(a). by' deleting the words "or ft'iUagle •• and the passage "or village.
as the case may be" wIhich Qoour respectively in J?lIl'88l'8.ph (b};

(b) by deleting the words "or IV'illage"and the passage "or village.
as the case may be" WIhicti occur res~tively in paragraph (c).,

Amendment
of~on87

Amendment
of section 99 44. Seotion 99 of 'the principal .Act is. hereby amended in sub-

section (1) by deleting the passage "or. as the case may be. the 1Village.••.

?en~~~ 45. Seidtion 106 of the principal Act is ~by amended in sub-
o sccuon section (1). by delating the passage "or viJIase. as the case may) be,"

GeneralAmedm 46. The principal Act is hereby amended-
n ents

(31) by debing the passage "the Decentmlizatioo Act.. wherever it
occurs in the Act and substituting for it in eachi case the words
••the Act";

(b) by deleting the passages "District Wor!king Committee" and
"Regional Working Com.miIttee" wherevca' they respectively
occur in the Act ancl substituting for them respctively in each
case the passages "District Executive CooJmittee •• and "RegiOllal
Executive Committee";

(c) by deleting the WoMS "local authority" wherever they <>cotJ1:
in the Act and substituting for them in each case the l1J8SSllF
"local government authority".

Passed in .the National Assembly on the tW\Orlty-seventhday of
January. 19183.


